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Project partner excursion to the sea water flood and storm water flood sites in the Helsinki Metropolitan Area  

The Geological Survey of Finland (GTK) organized a one day excursion for the CliPLivE project partners.  The 
purpose of the excursion was to introduce the existing adaptation practices and measures related to sea water 
and storm water flooding within built environment. It also enhanced the sharing of experience in climate change 
adaptation measures between Finnish and Russian experts. The excursion was organized by GTK experts Jaana 
Jarva, Kristiina Nuottimäki and Paula Tarvainen. The participants were provided with the Excursion guide that 
introduced the excursion sites.  

 

Helsinki 

Marjaniemi residential area in Helsinki is located on an area prone to sea floods. A flood embankment that is 
used as a walking route has been built in order to protect the area from storm surges.  

The Viikinoja park and residential area in Helsinki (called "Eko-Viikki") is the first residential area in Finland that 
was entirely built based on ecological aims. The area is dedicated to ecological building and lifestyle, and it is 
internationally known from its ecological housing constructions. This ecologically constructed area contains 
green roofs and non sealed surfaces. The area utilizes various energy-efficient solutions such as solar power. 
Storm waters are used for irrigation of kitchen gardens and natural storm water management has been carefully 
planned from the beginning of the planning. Special attention has been paid for waste recycling. In 2007, the 
"Eko-Viikki" received a Sustainable City Award 2007: Best Sustainable City Development Practice in the North 
Sea and Baltic Region. Many of the solutions pioneered at "Eko-Viikki" can be replicated on other projects in 
Northern Europe. 
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Vantaa 

The Hakunila manor in Vantaa is a cultural heritage site where natural retention of storm waters via natural 
brooks and ditches and storm water retention pond has been implemented. 

The Kartanonkoski residential area in Vantaa is one of the best examples of a comprehensive storm water 
management in built environment. The storm water retention system creates a beautiful surrounding to the 
residential area that is recreationally, biologically and also educationally valuable.  

  

  
 

Kirkkonummi 

The Masala sports and recreational park in Kirkkonummi shows a good example how storm water management 
can benefit the large recreational area and its surroundings. Storm water ditches and retention ponds help to 
keep the area usable during rainy seasons. Before the storm water management constructions, the 
topographically plain, clayey area with low hydraulic permeability suffered frequently from flooding. 
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Espoo 

The Kongsberg park in Espoonlahti, Espoo shows an example of a small-scale storm water flood management. 
Natural wetlands and artificial storm water pond fit in the area scenically and provide a green and blue element 
to the surrounding residential area. 

 

  


